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Experience and Meaning in Music Performance (EMMP) is a collaborative research project based
at the Open University in the UK. The project addresses the key question, "How does the
immediate experience of musical sound relate to processes of meaning construction and
discursive mediation?": in other words, what is the relationship between our immediate
involvement in musical experience, and the way we talk about music, including assigning
meaning? In order to explore this question, it is necessary to combine verbal reports about
musical experience with empirical methods that are not dependent on those reports. It is therefore
necessary to synthesize traditional ethnographic work (such as interviews with musicians) with
investigation of the non-verbal or paralinguistic behaviour associated with music making. The key
problem which we aim to address, therefore, is how can empirical study of non-verbal behaviour
in musical performance be integrated into a programme of ethnographic research? In addressing
this question, the answer to a second question will also be clarified: what can we learn about
processes of performance, reception and meaning construction by studying non-verbal behaviour
as well as verbalised reports? This presentation will outline some of the stages in the
development in this project and summarise the current state of our research.

Martin Clayton é professor de Ethnomusicologia na Open University (OU). Foi estudante da
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) em Londres, onde se graduou em Musica e Hindi
(BA, 1988) e Etnomusicologia (PhD, 1993). Os seus interesses de pesquisa incluem Musica
Hindustanica (Norte da india), analise ritmica, musicologia comparativa e gravacées histéricas de
campo, a presenca da musica indiana em Inglaterra e a presenca da musica inglesa na india.
Tem ensinado Etnomusicologia em diversas universidades do Reino Unido, apesar da sua
contribuicdo particular como professor de Open University. E ainda professor visitante da
Universidade de Chicago (USA) e membro do sub-painel de Musica para a Avaliagado de
Investigagdo Europeia para o ano de 2008.
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