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How music embodies and contributes to historical and 
contemporary nationalism

“Illuminating music’s complex interactions with issues of 
nationalism and identity, this volume’s innovative explo-
ration of diverse musical styles provides a model for 
rethinking musical nationalism, both within and 
beyond the Iberian Peninsula.”

—MICHAEL CHRISTOFORIDIS, author of Manuel de Falla and Visions of 
Spanish Music

What does music in Portugal and Spain reveal about the relationship between 
national and regional identity building? How do various actors use music to advance 
nationalism? How have state and international heritage regimes contributed to 
nationalist and regionalist projects? In this collection, contributors explore these 
and other essential questions from a range of interdisciplinary vantage points. The 
essays pay particular attention to the role played by the state in deciding what music 
represents Portuguese or Spanish identity. Topics include the ways the Salazar and 
Franco regimes adapted music to align with their ideological agendas; the twenty-
first-century impact of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage program on some of 
Portugal and Spain’s expressive practices; and the tensions that arise between institu-
tions and community in creating and recreating meanings and identity around music.

MATTHEW MACHIN-AUTENRIETH is a lecturer in ethnomusicology at the 
University of Aberdeen. He is the author of Flamenco, Regionalism and Musical 
Heritage in Southern Spain. SALWA EL-SHAWAN CASTELO-BRANCO is 
a professor emerita at the Nova University of Lisbon, former director of 
the Instituto de Etnomusicologia, Centro de Estudos em Música e Dança 
at the Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal, and former president of the 
International Council for Traditional Music. She is the coauthor of Portugal 
and Spain: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture. SAMUEL LLANO is a senior 
lecturer in Spanish cultural studies at the University of Manchester. He is the 
author of Whose Spain: Negotiating “Spanish” Music in Paris; and Discordant 
Notes: Marginality and Social Control in Madrid.
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