LOCATION OF THE PROFESSIONAL MUSICIANS
ASSOCIATIONS IN LISBON
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1933-1974

The corporative system, implemented by the Estado Novo dictatorship in
1933, sought to control and monitor professional associations.

The statutes of the new Sindicato Nacional dos Misicos (National Musi-
cians’ Union), promulgated on 28 December of that year by the Secretary
of State for Corporations and Social Security; affirmed the primacy of the
interests of the “Portuguese Nation” over the defence of class rights, the
prohibition to collaborate with international organizations, the rejec-
tion of the “class struggle” and the relinquishment of demanding actions,
namely support for strike movements or other forms of protest.

The “carteira profissional” (professional card), created in 1939 but only
regulated in April 1945, was mandatory but never succeeded in com-
pletely preventing paid amateur work.
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Just five days after the Carnation MUSICA Y DA LUTA
Revolution, an ad hoc commis- f 4 !
sion took office to ensure the /|
transition from the Sindicato
Nacional dos Musicos to demo-
cratic unionism. At the Extraor-
dinary General Assembly of 13
June 1974, the status of auxi-
liary musician was abolished,
and it was decided to integrate
“all music workers with the
same union rights” into the
new union.

With a new name and statutes,
the Sindicato dos Musicos (Mu-
sicians’ Union) joined the CGTP-IN and the International Confederation of
Musicians, thus resuming the connection with the national and international
union movement that had been interrupted during the Estado Novo period.
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The regulations of the professional card stipulated that players who
played instruments “not taught at the Conservatory” could only register
as auxiliary members, with less rights and protections than full members.

"IN ORDER TO BE A PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN, MAKING NOISE ON
CERTAIN INSTRUMENTS IS NOT ENOUGH, SINCE IT IS NECESSARY TO
PREVENT COMPETITION FROM PSEUDO-MUSICIANS.”

Mirio de Sampaio Ribeiro, letter to the Head of the 24 Division of the General Directorate of Labour and Corporations, 20/08/1958.
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UM CONCENID INECaTE
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In 1985, Portugal joined the EEC, giving rise to the free movement of
music professionals within the unified European labour market. Two years
later, the musicians’ professional card was revoked.
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